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MAltVEL GIRL 

Veiy much a natural 
leader: the most abstract 
thinker of all. 
ArtbyAndyKubert. 






















COULDN’T PLAY FAVORITES ANYMORE’ 


“That doesn’t preclude storylines, plotlines, 
situations, that do intermingle—but I think, 
for myself, I would prefer a situation where 
you have two independent but strong books, 
as opposed to what some people envi¬ 
sioned as one bi-weekly title," he concludes. 

The teams were not split along the lines that 
many fans expected: It is not the old team 
— Cyclops, Marvel Girl, Beast, Iceman, 
Archangel — and the new — everyone 
else. The team in Uncanny X-Men is led by 
Storm, and includes Marvel Girl, Iceman, 
Archangel and Colossus. The X-Men squad 
is helmed by Cyclops, and features Beast, 
Wolverine, Rogue, Psylocke, andGambit. 
Both teams will report to Professor X. 
Claremont says the new groupings were 

“What would happen if Scott and Jean were 
on different teams? What would happen if 


we had some of the X-Factor people on one 
and some of the X-Men on the other—but 
a mix? And we wanted to see if we could 
create a new synergy in terms of character,” 
he suggests. But that doesn’t mean we’ll 
see conflicts about who’s in charge, 
Claremont is quick to add. ‘These aren’t 
kids anymore, to a large extent; they’re 
grown-up, they’re experienced, they’ve been 

would approach a question like this in a 
rational, adult manner. Doesn’t mean they 
won’t challenge the status quo; doesn’t mean 

“Storm has serious doubts about her capac¬ 
ity to lead. Jean is very much a natural in that 
regard. Iceman is an unknown quantity. 
Colossus doesn’t really drift in that direc¬ 
tion," he points out. “Archangel’s a possibil¬ 
ity, but—if you’ll excuse an inadvertent pun 
— he’s a little too flighty, too psychotic. 
We’re talking about introducing a brand new 



CYCLOPS 

An abstract person who is 
a conceptual strategy. 

Ait by Paul Smith 


NIGHTCMWLEK 



his fan: artist Dave 

Art by Dave Cockrum 



COLOSSUS 


Doesn't really drift in the 
direction of leadership. 

Art by John Romita, Jr. 









SPECIAL 


Whoa! Hot artist 
Whilce Portacio is 
taking the reigns of 
the Uncanny team, 
bringing them to 
new heights of 
glory, beginning 
with this spread 
from #281. 



















“It relates to tone, perhaps, more than sub¬ 
stance—and that’s something that evolves 

ries I did with John Byrne were different from 
the stories I did with Dave Cockrum, both 


from the stories I did with John Romita, Jr. or 
Paul Smith or Marc Silvestri or even Jim. 

“You don’t want to play to your artist’s weak- 


but he loved Wolverine, so you saw the de¬ 
emphasis of Nightcrawler and the emphasis 


the shape of Marvel. That’s what I’m talking 
about in terms of different directions. There 

that Whilce won’t; there are types of that 
Whilce will love to do that Jim won’t. How 
those interact with the writer will define how 
the books look different.” O 
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by Randall W. Scott 


A review by Henry T.Colonna 


Collecting comics is a hobby that most 
comics readers probably feel self-con- 

Although the readers themselves know 
otherwise, much of the 
world believes that 


Comics Librarianship, by Randall W. 
Scott, strongly affirms the aesthetic value 
of comics by promoting through detailed 
instructions the value, need, methodol¬ 
ogy and value of starting and maintaining 

clear in the beginning 



wearing spandex and 
fighting each other for 
control of the universe. 


“[This book] 

strongly affirms ing premise that 
the aesthetic value 


If! 









There are many suggestions for a grass¬ 
roots approach for anyone with the en¬ 
ergy and desire to begin to build a comics 
library. The author clearly and succinctly 
details approaches 
to building collec- 
tions, including 


This book is definitely intended to be a 




“The book becomes an 
instructional tool 
for setting up a 
comic library in a 
university” 



serving comic books are detailed, includ¬ 
ing some ideas that are different from the 
methods that most collectors use. In 
particular. Scott proposesathoroughcata- 
loging system unique enough to suit comic 
books, yet adaptable enough to work with 
the current Library of Congress rules. 
While exploring all of his ideas and sug¬ 
gestions, Scott remains authoritative, yet 


Currently, the commonplace existence of 
comic book lioraries in universities seems 

book actually helps start even one library 
at a university, it will havedone a great 
service to the comics world. Credibility in 







COMICS 














































J n “The Ghosts 
of Dracula”; 
the count contacts 
Harry Houdini 
in 1925. 












racula Rex:1990 reveals vampirism 
running in the Van Helsing blood. 
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Conspiracy to Commit Comics 
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Author Grant 
Believe There 

he declares. “You have a genre that 

says: I 
is a Conspiracy 

“It is the pivotal point of the 1960s, torenewthe gerirtf^Jack ofcre- 
perhaps of the century," he points ativity. Grant lays^Thc old cops 









































The Wizard speaks with the 
new up and coming artist j» 

SAM KIETH (even though 
he's been around a little ^ 
bit), Sam’s currently ^ 


FUTURE 
STARS F 


What's your age? 28 
Where did you grow Up? in California, 
Sacramento. 

What high school did you attend? What 
Parks or Alex Trebek? Oh, it's gotta’ be 


























